


TO THE HON. H.A. We SKEEN, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR LEE 


COUNTY, VIRGINIA: 


Humbly complaining your oratrix Elizabeth Bowman, will respect 
fully répresent and show unto your honor that heretofore to-wit, on 
the day of , 190, she was united in marriage 
with one a Wim Bowmam that she has made to the said Bow" 
man a true, industrious and helpful wife, striving at all times for 
success and for the haopiness of her family, But on the contrary her 
said husband has been lazy, indolent, not disposed to provide for the 
family and that he has been very abusive, teranical and overbearing» 
that ne has frequently assaulted her, beat and bruised her, and put 
ner life in danger. That in addition thereto he has: not been true 
to her, or to his marriage vows, but on the contrary he has been and 
is being guilty of open and gross adulterous conduct: that he is guil- 
ty and has been guilty at various tines of adultery 

GU: caictaeepticeniateeny in Lee County and in 
the neighborhood of Jonesville with one Oaks, 


a woman of loose character, That she has never lived or co~habited 


with: him since she became aware of the fact thet he was guilty of in- 


fidelity and ludeness with the said Oaks» 
that the conduct of the tT a. Ae Bowman is so violent 
that she is in actual fear of her life, That he in no way provides 
for her but spends all that he can eh ot the Oaks woman. 

Your oratrix will now further snow your honor that she and her 
husband are both rdsidents of Lee County, Virginia,and have been such 
for more than one year prior to the institution of this suit, 


Now the object of this bill is to dissolve the bonds of matrimony 


neretofore and now existing between your oratrix and the said 
"mh Vib Bowman, and being without adequate remedy at law 


she prays your honors court of Chancery to take cognigance of her 


cause and gfant her the proper relief, 





To this end she prays that the said ms Bowman be 


made the party defendant to this bill and that he be required to an— 
swer the same, but he need not answer under oath, that being expressly 
waived, and that unon a final hearing the bonds of matrimony hereto 
fore and now existing between your oratrix and the said Bowman be 


dissolved,ani for full and general relief, 
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Tne Geposltions of lLizzae Oaks and others taken végore me, 
Teo. P.Cridlin, @ Commissioner in Chancery for the Circuit Court of 
Lee County, at the law office of. C.7. Duncan in tne town of Jonesville 
on the Sth day of September, 1909, pursuant to agreement of parties, 
Which depositions are intended to be read as evidence in behalf. of 
the plaintiff in a certain suit in Chancery now pending in the 
said circuit Court of Lee County, in wnich Llizabeth Bowman is plain- 
tirt and L.M.bowman is defendant, 
Praesent C, 1’. Duncan of counsel for plaintiff; and the defendant 
in nis own proper person; and M.c.ELy his attorney. 
higzzue Oaks, at witness of lawful age, being duly sworn depos- 
es as Pollows: 
Q.1.-- are you acquainted wutn the parties to this suit? 
--- I am acquainted with them, and have Known them for several 
years. 
Q. 7%. == Do you Know of any acts of adultery by LL.M. Bowman, since 
nis marriage with his said wife? | 
A.-- I do know of his being too intimate with another woman. I 
gaw him with ils tao woman. This was some two pe eioS weeks ago. 
lt was between our nouse and Jonesville and.we live about two miles 
from Jonesville. ‘ney were in the woods. They were walking along 
Side by side and kissing each other. 
@.o.-- Wno was this woman? 
A.-7 Mat Williams. 
6.4.-+ What is’ Met Williams’ reputation, if you know it? 


-- Her reputation is that she is a very’ loose and lewd charac— 


5.-=- Do you know or any other. improper conduct on the part of 


Mr. Eowman, and nis being too intimate with any other woment 


A. =-- JL. don’t. Know. 


And Turther this deponent saith nov 
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inursy Oaks, another witness of lawful age being duly swom 
deposes as follows: 
| O, Los Are you ayer RS eR tee ae the parties to this suit? 
A. 7 jam acquainted ae them and have been acquainted with them 


smart bub,- several years. 


Do you know of any adulterous conduct on the part of LM. 


Bowman, within the last five years? 
A.-+ Lo saw hin start of from my house with Mat Williams, who 1s a 


r 


woman of bad character. Uney were going into the woods Logether. 


Ol = De “ou “knew <oL Beat ee Oren a Cc ae conduct of L. MM. Eow- 
man bowards nis wife? 

A.=- I have heard him curse and abuse her, and on one occasion 
I neard him say that if she came fooling SR Wa oe that ne would 
cut her head off and hide her. I have heard nim make that threat 
more than once. | 

C.-7 Mnere do thexs the plaintirf and defendant live? 


A.-- They both live in Lee County. YTney were both born and raised 


And furtner this deponent saitanot. 


ine co ee. JO. e 


Vireiiia, Lee County, to-wit: 

I, Beo. P.Cridlin, a Commissioner in Cnancery for the Circuit 
Court of Lee County, Virginia, do certify that the foregoing depo- 
sitions of Lizzie Oaks, and Thursey Oaks, were taken, subsoribed 
and sworn to before me at the time, place and for bhe purpose in 
the caption mentioned. ; 


Given under my nand this the 7th day of Sept. 1909. 


mmissioner in Chancery. 
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Ins topcsacvlon of William Price taken refore me. Gee. P.Cridlin, 
2, Ochmissioner/in Chancery for the Carcuit Court of. Lee Gunty, 
Virginia, eae ae 16th Gay f: December 99S at the law office’ of 
Seay Fe in the. tewn “of Jonesville, Virginia, be. agreen 
pertiss,. which deposition iis. datended-tc be read as evidence in be 
nals of. the plaintiffl-in a mee capa a ue 11. chancery in- which bLliz- 
SK acc Bowman is plaintiff and L. iM. Bowman is defendant. 3 

fee eet C.. Duncan etty. for plaintiff; and the defendant in 


“pis own preper person. 


Witdkdem Price e witness of lawful Age being sworn, deposes 


ie Acs Follows: 


ate your age 
“ams4 8 years, live: near Jonesville, Va. 
ree you ACGUaALILeG: WwLlta Gre partles to this suit? 
eM’, sad nave kKnewn them ever since I ees sees DOY. 
DO you know Of any acts. of adultery py the went Ta. MM. 
Bowman sinee nis marriages with the $314 Elizabeth Bowman? 

Hebi oy know that nS is paying the poard of Mat. Williams, and that 
ne is frequently oub- with her av night, and. that. they appear LO very 
intimate with eacn other. = L have seen unem hugeing and kussune: 
each cther at qgifferent Limes. 

QwiAs—| De you know Hie easier atin for Chas bity cf the. said 
Williams ; Ana Lf «seo tar LS no 

A.--. She has the reputation cf peing a lewd woman. 1. nave- known 


j 


i, know @il the people of «the neighborhood 
lm witch she lives; and ner vreputation for cnastity is about a8 "bad 


as: bU'can oa, 


Ano further this deponent saith nob. 


Virginia, bee, County, to-wit: 


ore | 


Ly, @@o.PsGridlin, ‘a Commissioner in Chancery for the Circ 
Court of ‘Lee Ceunty, Vaireinia, do certify that the fcregecing de- 


position. of William, Price was taken ‘sworn, to and. susoscribed: before 


ait: tie Lime, place’ and for, the. purposs an the caption men- 
tieneg. Civen under my nend this Dée. 














Vhe Commonwealth of Virginia, 
To the Sheriff of the County of Les, Greeting: 








Jy 
WE COMMAND YOU, That 2 summon: 4-4 


to appear at_the Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the said court, on 


YC J ; 
Lf: 
~~ ~Monday in. CCALYM a ah to answer a-bill in chancery exhibited against-_240z2%_ 


— ats = 


And have then there this writ. Witness, H. C. T. EWING, Clerk of our said Court, at the court-house, the 
day of. CLL. Lite. 190 Ff. and 1 h Hara a of the Commonwealth. 


A Copy, Testes 
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